
ON TI{IS PROJECT

\  r / Introd.uction

For the idea to unCertake a Droject  of  th is k ind i  am inr lebi ;ed
to a quest ion once put to ne b] 'my Jananese r , , r j . f 'e.  Ccming to lurore
for the f i rst  t ine,  lcro ' . , ' ing sone soctal-  scj-ence theory anC havin. ;
some oointers on : turopean t ine anc space nuch in the same ' / /ay a: j  a
Duropean intel-1ectual  has about -s ia,  her plcblen: l  v/as:  i . lhat
hapnene,c i r :  l luronean hr: to i ' r? Tc tet  an ansl , . /er  to th is the f l rst:----
rdea' , , ' ; t . . r  o;  ccul t :e,  tc ouj '  a couplc of  book: on jurore: : :  h icto: .y.
As is ve] l -  lerolu one very quic l r l -y gers lost  in detai ls,  at  t i le
micro ' level-  in t i r :ne and spacer or one ends up r . r i th the school .  te: : t -
} .^^1.  .4."-^ 

^fuvL,, '  -J lu u-L t r iv ia: l i t ies.  The nert  solut ion , ; , 'as tc t ry onc of '  the
nany hi ; tc"rr ' - ical  I 'at lasesrr  

"rhich 
gives in chronological  successicn.

of ten ccu.nt :y by ccl lntry or region by regl_on, ' , . ihat  hai  bccn con-
siderecl  to be the r . :  jo:  events.  i ' luch of  interest  emergcs, but no
graphic pictu:e,  ao basic idea.

Then, ther:e ar3 ihe big theorei icai  schemcs: i {a"c:<,  Sorokin,
Toynbce and others.  lhe di f f icuk; i  hcre is thal the thcor:-c:  a. t ' . - )
granC.,  thc v is ions nre t :encn.-roa:,  bu-,  t i -e;r  on11- occ3c:on: i l -7,  J.rr i
rnain}y ' , ' . ' i rere i t  f i ts  the authol  geniu: ,  ianis on specJ-f-c po j .nt : ;
j .n t inte a.nC slaee. I t  is  a l i t t te c i -u l - : -ke us jng -ui le ge: lerai  rhec:y
af 

--r '^ t - -^ ^-  ^ 
f  . -vr pL-GvurrL/( : i . ro ' j rs is a;  a guice 1n intei ' -hunan :- f fa i ls :  one has e.

nagni i icent ; i :eo: :y : ,ncl  an enol l rno' . rs r : io, . tn l  of  iay-to-oay in_crcs3-on: i ,
but  nuch is needed io t ie them tose'bher.

"  
I  coufd imagine cutt i r^g the ouesr ion tc nys;eJf  in ihe fo l - lov: inr

l ' /a l r .  I f  one shouid,  ta lc ing into cons- i ieratrcn nodern social  sc j -cnce
Wj'"h i ts ' ; i 'polcqr eS, rut  at :ve al l  ' ,v i th i ts bas:-c ' ra: : jables a:rd
d.ata qathcr-Lnq tcchr ique; in addi t lon io i is  thcor i  es,  t ry to sa. l '
j .n one i runci- i 'er i  pages' , . , ,hat  ha-ooenei .  in !h:ronean r i , is tor .y, ' , . rh1. t r . : , ' :u-r  i l
one sa.y? (r \s a:r5. t ter  c. f  labt ,  i  cou.Lo imaginc r lat  bnc t , ray: . '
procccr i jn-  vrr th th j :  oroject  r . roulc.r  bc to put e, ' . . j . .c t ly  lh l t  qrrr ' ; i .on
to a nunbcr o. f  j furope: ' r r  h: ' -stor ians,  aurd i ry ' ro I  earn f rctr  the-r
in. : i r r i rJ-a \

Concrcl ;e1;r ,  i  could ima.gine th: t  one hr: ly of  p; 'ocecding nl3i i i
t i r :  as fo11c"';s .

0nc l . ror , r -Ld r : tAr*r ,  i :y . ing 'bo rnlkc a ] js t
r ;  obirrc i , i ' " . r , t t  t r - . ; .2; : i : :  l :  :  C. i  , r . -"r r -  n. . ' - l  -*nnan

"" j*  
- i j . .4 i lL ' ' i .u. ,  

I

vai lablc: ,  cLirn;r l ic : .1.  cnc5, i : r ' 'ca about t i te
:rninal-  po; ,uJ-a: , i ; -on,  : r :nran I ,c_nul : : 'u ion )  ,  i t ' . t - i

c f  sone of  'Lhc ba; ic,
sucrr : ,-. : ;  gcoli : 'al ir i  ca., i
b, i  o I : r l t r l I , . - .  (  r i r ) )  vcge' i , i ' - ' r ,  . .  , ' r l l  

r
on cul t iv : : t  c: l  nrc ' . i ,
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agr icul tural  produ.ct ion,  some thing on jndustr ia l  product ion,  co: i t i i iercc,
means of  t l 'ansportat icn and cornrnunicat ion of  var ious k incls,  ncrhir .ns
some d.ata on ponulat ion conDosi t ion.  I ' luch of  th is e:<j-sts in v: . r : jcus
fo:^ms, of ten est inatcC, bui  e l 'en i f  the est imates arc rough t i ie. ' , '
may be oui te ruf f : -c ient  for  thc type of  theoret ical  structure th: : t
reasonably could be devel-ope C. Some o: l  these var iable: l  are conrt : . :n i : ,
IDar,r  of  thern shot ' l  sone type oi  ncnotonous incre ase or decrearrr ,  j ro l : i l
of  ;hem shorv f l -uctuat ions.  There is no l imi t  to ho' ,v manv one coulc
. i - .^- . . ' , l^  +1^^ 

-^^ ' l  -^ . i -+ 
, ,^ . - .1J 1^^ !^ ! - - -  !^  - - -^--^:--j r ru,sLrur i ,  u l lc  real  point  lvou. lC be to t ry to e>lcrc ise some con:: t ra int ,

to . focus on essentral  s.  In th is the tas]< can be compared exaci ; l  j '  to
what 1s done toiay in comparat ive social  and lo l i t ical  analyses,
for instance in Cevelopment theory when societ les are compareC vr i th
each other.

These arc var iables,  var iables shov;rng a certain cont inui ty.
I ' Ihen a var lable shows a basic drscont inui ty tL.at  jump is cal leC , : !n
event.  I I : -stor: ians have been better at  col- lcct  ing events tha-n l . ior lc i r3
with cont inuouslS' ,  DCan jng s lowly,  chang:ng va.r i  abl_es. lheir  tccl : -
n ique has us' , ra}}y bocn to connect causal iy a chain of  events,  p3.r ' -
t icular ly events tha'c can be relerreC to as acts by major acto:1.
In the type of  study f  j :ave rn mind here I  would pfay dorun, but
certainly not to zero,  the role cf  such event: ;  and I  ' ,voulc1 l la;r  ur
the rol-e of  var iables showj-nq a certain cont i ru i ty.  Very rTrucn
enphasis rvoul-d be placed on the pulsat ing nov€nents of  pol i t : -c: . ]
systems, empires,  k ingdoms and 'vrhat not,  in ar-  ef for t  to grasD i i r : t
of  a l - l -  graphj  cal ly any type of  rhythm in these pulsat ion. : ,  late r  c:
to ] ink i t  to the t 'object ive" var iables and t | :e i r  c i range, inter-
eonnect them r.r i th theor ies of  development,  cor. f l ic i  and !eace
part icular ly theor ies of  imner ia l ism that conrect  a1l-  three focj-  o- i
research. t rs sen+, ia l ly  ihere r , roul-d be a search. f  or  pat tern,  po : :  t  r  l i - " '
wi th the conclusicn tnat t l :ere is no pattern i iscernable rv ' , t l : i r rs
kind of  method possibly r ' r i th the conclusicn that the pulsai icns
shovr a changing rnythn through t ine,  more o-uick,  more slo ' ,v,  a rni ;<ture
of the t rvo,  and so on.

fn the general  f ie ld today referred to as future studies much
effort  has been put into the k ind of  th inking f  am pcrtrry ing i lerc,
but iv i th a v iew tovrai 'ds the future rather thar.  tor , rards the nast,
I lotvever,  the stuclent of  the future does not ha. ' ' re to be accountable
in terns of  a.  conirontat ion i* i t i l  empir ical  dat ,a ( t re nay have to be
accountable f r :om the ooint  of  v iew of  baslc va. lues,  ho'n. 'ever) .  In
this case rvhatcver on-e mighi  Cevclop ! /ould cer ' ta in ly have to stand
some enpir ical  test ,  a l thoui lh the idea vrould be to proceed induc-
t ivelv rather than Cecluct- ive.r .y.  l { is tor ical  at lases wou}C be rn:rCe use
of,  as far  as they c?"n carry vhich nay not t 'c  very far .  Cert : l ln
t ;pes of  eventr ,  :uch a$ ba:t lcs for  lvhich rel . : t iveiy sood Cetc.
exist  (at  ]east  , .vhere their  locat ion a.nd Cate s are concerneC, i - '  ; ro- ;
neneqsrr i lv  t l ro i r  nrr : -?. t r  t r :  :e )  ' . . . .O11r j  he pn-1vo.ai  in ' l -prns Oi t : - : l :vrrvrr  t r :+qrr+ v i ! (_ / r  i f  l

bac.<ground c:r : ractc l j - : t  j  c :  r :uc:r  as one ' ' loul i  lnalyze toC:; '  t : :e -- t . -
eir ' l  , rnf  : ;  o f  -  qrv rni ' l  i  i : : ' rv o.rn.r  n lot : i .  in var:oUs countr ies.vlvJrrvu v- t  ra l ,  r r r l l r  uclrJ vvqu..  !  vsv

Throughout the pro ject  va: : ious theor ies c '1 devel l -onment ' ' ;oulc
be used as a ba.sis for  thr :  understanorn6J o-f  t l .e histor ic i t l r ' r , i 'ev?l l1; . ;
anci  var: iables .  Thus, ' t  f  ier : .  a. : 'e th:cr :  j -es ervai l  able of  econotnic - l ' . r , , ' r - : t
th: :ough capi ta l - isr :  ic  acculnul .atron in tha centc:r  as i r 'e1l  as croi ic:- t
of  var ious k in is in tho ler i r i lery,  th, ' r . .  a i -e 1;heo: j -es of  ecol  og j  cal
cha:rge due to ;1r  s;- ,urb:rnce cf  ; ratura1 balances. the: :e are theor i i :s
of  state f  orr , rat ion,  o j  na j ;  r  <. ;n-  cul ic l ing anr i  i jo on. t 'hesc the o:- :  c:
are not to be tegtcd, i 'o i  i i le; i  r t :e ul : r ra l iy  a1-.  of  thcn nei thel
t t l 'ong nol t  fa lsc,  onJ-y toc i :crcral .  bu;  o: 'e ra.  her ul ;ed to gct i i j r 'a i1;a
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per i )JCCt 'vcs for  o. ; ta-ccl ieci : .on "  ln ine f ie id of  pei ice nuci t  i re.-
sca.rch i ias bcen do;te in t t re past,  Ior  inster icc oJ Scrc-r ic in ano by
Rich:-rrdson to lool t  at  the f luctuat ions in the i ise of '  v io lence, n-rch
cf  t . r .at  can pos.rrb -y be mei lp u:e o- i  a3ain in t rce i - l3ht  of  more
modern rcsearch as to thc accuracy c i  c1ata.  Bui  in the j .nter- '1; i1"1: ;€
betr ,vecn conf l ic t  a: td peerce wouio coinc concept, i  ons of  str :uctural
v- io lc 'ncc n cf  ernlo.  ta i ion anci  ineciual i ty,  wi" t ich r ,voul-d be con; ic ierably
more di , f f icul- t  to ; ranslate lnto data.  o . .

In : ;hort ,  th i - j  Droject  is  an e-f fo l i  tcr  t , r 'y  to i io something r f
ihe sar le to l t r : :ope:r .n history a.  sociar scient ists ?rr i .ve been cotn I
for  the lasi  6ug2ai :s at  the synchronic ieve1. In the f i rst  phas:
sociai  sctent ists : tad a tenr lency to proceei  in a conparat ive nen:rer,
sep- 'nc '  sror: ipt ies s- 'nchron:oal lv 2s rr i r io int-  iqnlatad real izaLto^. : ;\  vv4rro vr t f  V,  j , . )U!GUU

of the humaa enr iea-, 'our.  Thenr their  perspect ive hls changec, th, : i 'e
is ntuch more empha,; is on rel_al ia l f  betvrcen societ ies than on g_l f -
ferenee-r .  anr i  af  o--nl  o in i lpr  d i  f  fcrenees in tefm: Of fe lat iOnS.: : : : :3 l r :_: j_,  

sLrv v- t l /asrrrarr t j  u*f  r ' l r  vrr \ .Lr

T+-*^. .  '. , .  u udJ sel l -  br ,  that  in the f i rst  _ohale of  the pro ject  hei 'e
rneni- ioned, a very nodesr,  pnase, a connar ison shoulC be carr ied out
between centur ies - .n selecteo nat ions or regions, wi th an ef for t  to
uake some kind of  r :naracter ist ics nrof i ie.  i rere i t  becomes so m'"rch
more di f f icul- t  beci 'use these proi i les vroul l  ooviously be relateo
histor;  c l l l ly  throu.;h t ime, and :*1:c ' ,o ;omc c: ' : ie:r t  .y 'sremical ly
througn spa:.ce ,  a i  - , ;he same t i .me, ; , 'h j  cr  t ie is st , :onger,  t i re
histor ica. i  one, ker,r ing :pace const: , . : t ,  or  the : ; , 's temic one, keeping
t ime constant? Cb. ' jous1y, no iognat ic ans\rer should be given to
this:  i t  dependJ ( , r1 hc' ,v strongl-) '  t :e total  cystem is t ied togetrer
a. t  one point  in t jne,  fo: :  instance through connunicat ion and tra: i : -
por iat icn,  throueh var ious of  imper j -a l isn ancl  so on and i t  depend.s
n '^  'nn"r  o ' l  -nr  3 l  1r  i . ' i  .o sor ' , 'nents of  the same societ iet i  are ke: t  tosetherv] l l Iv . 'JUl-vr1t) !JUlr lUJ! 'q l t1U] lUQvIUl.9Jgl t lUJvU]gUfg.)g!U

i l . r -nrrr"r  r r r -n i  5gc. '  ty. te: ;  O-f  COni inUit iCS. AS a ntat ter  Of faCt,  One
t ,heoret ical  fa l1-or" . t  i rom this prc j  ect  might be exact ly in th j -s
f ie ld :  .comparisonsr betvreen_syn_chrog=l{  _diachronic analyses .

f  am perfect l - ; '  avrare tha-t  in )rorcsing a rro;ect  of  th is k ind
nr,r)  q iona a\vr  n l ' r r  nf  ro l  l r r  qr- \orr i r : t  e l  I  : i ' ,o i rcc 

^?1 
G n^n aion in

" t  "*r laar.)  va__

k, i  c*n-rr  r .nr i  social  :c iences .  f  hai  is  no sor i . rce of  ' ,vorry.  i , ikc , f  or r : \ ,  vvrJ

f iany o 'uhei :s -  am u;ter ly ccnvincei  - ; i l i l t  r ls* , ,ory is tae nother oi
: . rc scciai  sci-ence.r .  the ' , tomb i ro;r  r . ; : l ; :h i - ' : .e-r  a- i  cone, ; .nd.  t : ;at  - :
*rr  t r :agic . - ,hat  the o: f -spr in.g : ras Ec'J ie: l  . : -c lar  a lvay - i lcn tne :c: : :3 j ' .
, '  pro. . tct  I  j , rc t i r i : ;  i iouf  .1,  l - ike n?-njr  o*u:9r p:o: f  cty -r-n the 'vor l ' j .  ror .3y,
contr ibute to br in i : . : -ng then tccet i rer  -  but  not ai  the micro level-
/ :  .  r(1 ikc t ' ihen an histr : , r ian uses mooern nci i t i  cal  science methods, to
an-,)-yze vot inq beh;.v lor  in par l iamcnl. :  one century ago),  br . r t  at  the
Ini i .cro 1eve1 in t in:* :  as ' ; re l1 a"s in s lpace. Further,  i f  there are
strong. intei lectua,.  feel inss in connec'Lion i . ; i th suci l  th ings th i ;  j -s
in i t : ;e l f  an indj .c:r t ion th:r i  the pro ject  is  o l  some potent ia l
r ; igni  f icance

/ '^  I(z)  (Jn rhe methodolcgy of  the project

So far there are f ive methods that seem to reconmend theraselves
conneet ion wi th th is proJect:

Col lect lon and analysis of  d.ata on general  t rends
Col lect ion anc analysis

Col" lect ion and analysis

of data on specl f lc  events.
of  long-term theor ies.

Quest ionnaire and. interviews with histor ians (and. others).
l lonoEraph stuaiee.

in
1r \

t ' )  |

t ) l

(+)
r ) l
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This is an ef,fort to say solnething about the nethods and
how they are intenel-ated.

f i rqt ,  there is the idea of  col lect j : rg t rend data.  These
woul-d be aggregate data on ecol-oglcal, strrrctural and. cultural
characteristics. The major problem would be tc d.ecid-e on space
and time units. Thus, there is hardly much meani-ng to d"ata on
rfBi'.::opeft as a whole, and data for sub-dlvlsions of l lurope woul-d"
not be comparable over long t ime per iod.  (except,  perhaps, for
tr} -,. ' ' .ce and Sritain and some others) because of the ehanging borders"
?he::e are corresponding problems for the tlme 'mit: j-n many cases
it wil l probabl-y have to be century, in other cases the l inits
betlreen one unit and. the next may be located in sorne other naiiner,
9.g" t fper iod.s i l .

However, it is strongly felt that in the first run this is
just  a quest ion of  get t ing ho1d. of  as mrch trend. data as possible,
without asking too many questlons about comparabll ity. Alson it
shorrld. be emphasized. that trend. d.ata can be maCe use of ever j-f
the precis lon is very low. Tirus,  a major c lassi f icat ion io s;art
wlth would. simply be into tlrree: monotone-_trends,, non-mongisng
trend s, a^rrC non-trends . l4uch shoumilG;FT i-Srr$FTT-ffi-basis
undt:r  which the non-trenin tne constant factor could be l -ocateC
(t t remostobv1ousOnebeinga1]-@a}pararnretersthat
remalned constant dur ing the l -ast  ihousands oJ years).

Second, as to the clata on events: the idea in the firsi run
1s to efrff i lTih a good library of historica] f 'atlasesfr, and of books
that have collected" certain types of events and try to analyze tneri
stat ist ical ly over t ine (an exbmFle being Sorckin).

Most i.:nportant here woul-d be events tha.t relate to expamsion
and contrad. ict i -on of  pol  l t ical  domains.  This should be lut  into e
graphic form, and the best one I can imagine e.t the moment would be
some type of  I 'cartoonrr ,  some kind of  movie which would perrni t  cne
to see expa^nsion and contrad.iction through tir:e in suckr a way that
the vi.sual, almost physical perception of the phenomena rvil l- develop
and. hopefully lead. to some new types of insigL.t.

0f partieular importance here would of course be d.ata on
incid,ents of  d. i rect  v io lence, and qui te a lot  should be avai lable
1n this f ie ld.

ALffQ, there is the idea of collectiong' theories. Particular3-y. - 'sienificanf would be an ef,fort to look at trer.d.s in the formation
of theori-es about trend"s, also in order better to und.erstand. our own
undertaking. Again the idea would be to be very tolerant and^ flexible
to start with, permitting and looking for almcst any theory with
long trend perspective, althougtr a foeus wil l be on- Marx aid. Weber,
Sorr:kin and ToSrnbee.

Foq.rth, there is the ldea of gettlng irsight from historians,
sirarly ffi then to share whatever vj.evr dfrey nlght have d.evel-or:ed^'
wit"r. r. ls. This ca;r be d.one through questionnaires later in the stuay,
to start with through interviews. O:re can do so with selected
historians, and with institutes of hlstory in E\rrope, or all over
the worlC for that matter.

Fifth, there is the use of monographs to get 'ratmosphere" from
d.ifferent perj-ods. No doubt the stud.y wrl1 lead. to particuiarly
interestJ-ng questions that can only b6 solved, if at aI-1, at a Leener
l -ev, : l  of  invest i -Eat ion.



i ;  .:.s suggest rd. to waii w:;h rri l t i i ;c,5 4 at"c I and siari: '*i ihnelrroc.  ' , ,  2 anr i - -1 a;  the sams i ime" i , ,he reason for postponinF:
nethod 4 is to have something io ask abc'ut  befcre histor ians are
approached.,  amd ais,r  not  to be dorninated by ;helr  v: .e l {s.  The reascn
to r'u,ait with no. 5 --s si-nilar, but more particularly to stay away
fror:o the tenoptat ion of  the speeial ized^ monograph" Thus, the idea
would be to start w.-th trend d.ata, some ideas about event data and
the col- lect ion of  t - reor ies.  Where the lat ter  is  concerned i t  r*ou;d
be particularly use-lul if one coul-d find non-hropean authors pro.-
nouncing themselves on Western c iv i l izat ion"

t .  C::  theory f rarue:. : ts for  the pro. iect

In ny own rescarch there are some theor les anid perspect ives
on which f would. l i i :e to burla, not j-n a d,rgrnatic ma:rner, only to
see how far they cayry in terms of j.nterpretation. They are as
fol lows:

{i ) Tbe theorlr of ir,rperialisn" I ani ih:.: ' lking here of ali the wor}l
;or:e@@rHlsm as a st-rt ictuie, between such collerc-
: ; iv . j . i ies as nat ions.  basedron vert ica. l -  Civ is ion on l -abor,  on pene-.
t rat ion anrd f ragmenlat ion. '  The clear imperia- i is i  structure sgens:
' r r r -on +n l 'o ' resent 1n Western history,  ancl  a l ; ia jor  task here ivouldF!

be to develc,p a d. iachronie model that  at  least  to some extent nir r :ors
some basic feature cf  Western imperial ist r ' I .  In doing so the idaa of
'rc.lvision of laborrf wil l probably have to be sharpened considerably,
and so would the id.ea of penetration. This j-s also a reason wny it
na.;,r be a good idea to start with the Roman Enpire, with some a:r.te-
eec.ents, 3s a configuration in space and time that also has modelled
!)uropean forurations 1ater.

(2) The iqork on conlemporary FEropg. This work is div ided lnto t ra,o
lar-cffi@articularly the Etropean Conucunity2
l't ' l i ;h ar'r. effort to s€e it as a repllcation of a"n_old European config:-
ration, and the work on all-European relations.J Th::oug-hout the latter
the East-West dist inct ion is seen as an oId one, not in any sense as
soneth.ing originatir"g after 1945, aad the Easiern a.nxieties as very
w-e*i  jnot i f ied.  rn l ight  of  their  h istor ical-  exper lence. Thus, one
i-ine of, thinki:rg in connection with tir:-s pro;leci woul-d be to t:ace
;he fsrer:Luuiers of the present Ebropean com.mu.nity as well as tae
lresent l iast-vtrest  ccnf l - ic t  oown into L 'ur-opean history,

i ' i) The l,rori i on revclution" vrithirr ano beivreen rrarions. Tne t-reor":r
.:-L :ff i  teo eonceptsl
;uch a.s ra"r,k incolgaence a^rrd. so onf in anciaer
vers.j-on a nore confl6'ffiiltffiatlng a revol-ution,
{hn' i  

^4*. is-  
i . i - .. : -1^u-!u(zu*rb - , -u, :  

t tobject ive cond. i t j -oDStt ,  is  g iven,)  The task wouLd. bt :
' ;c iry to trace iheee factors j.n connection with major and relativeiy
quick changes of strrrcture in Europe, within as well as between, to
see to what extent they are useful ln J.dentifying inportant elements.

_: j . . , - ' i : ! f i l i  9f  !eac3: lhe basic id.ea in Ene theor ies ot '  oeact,
Li .s/rrr-uptru iD Eff id inat ion of  inter i .epenoence with equi ty.b J Is
qu*: f  

" ,oesible 
that  th is l -dea is essent ia l ly  a balance idea, €r

extrapr:lation frcm bllarlce of power into other types of power. , is
such it may have short-comings, but it may also be useful if the
focus 1s on trying tc explaln peace rather than war in Dnropean
hlstory -  and this wi l l  be a focus. As a matter of  fact ,  ar though
tht long-term trendF$obably look veqy bad an effort mii;irt be rnlde
nevertheless to show that i f  one looks at  the tota]  system at ar given
noment 'rf t ime peace in the traoitional- sense rather than war has
been prevaient.
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( 5 )  Theor ies of  conf l - rct  .  IVIanv theor. i  es ar^c dcvel  nned here.
i ; ;  c ur i" !  ; ; ; - ; ; ; r ; ; ;  ; ; ' ; ; ; ; I" i l? ' '
Ident l f lcat ion of  najor conf l - ic ts as wel l  as p,a. t terns of  reso-
lut : -on woul-d" be extremel-y important as a contr ibut ion to the
theory of  conf l ic t .  Ef for ts wi l l  be made to use the spectrun
of conf l ic t  resolut ion 1n this eonnect ion.

(6,  Theor ies of  developmgrt ,  are nunerous lnCeed. Efforts wi l -1
b:  r :ade to combine theor ies that  emphasize cont inui ty,  for  instance
accumulai ion,  t rends, etc.  anC theor ies that  eaphasj .ze Ciscont inu:" ty,
A.s ::o the former mr:ch thinklng on accuun lation of various kind.s
already exlsts,  and as to the lat ter  there is the fundamental  marxj .st
scheme. Efforts w1l l -  be made to nake use of  two models developed:
the idea of  the rel  at ive donaj-n of  the geo-poJ- i t ical  system and t t re
soc:-o-economic system, leaoing to concepts of  ]pr lmit ivet t ,  " t radi-
i i -onal??, I tmoderntt ,  and ' rneo-modern" societ ies 3 -  as wei1 as the
I t lodels I  ,  I f  ,  I l  I ,  1V sequel ice ;  9

(7) As to the cuLtural- aspect of the trend stud.y a cultural- typo_l-oR-y,
is needei" .  Scne of ,  the work done contrast ing l iberal lsn, /marxtsm
wit i i  gand.hisrn/maoisn to i ry to capture eonethj-nq that is seen as
bas:-c in I {ester4/Chr ist j .an relat ive io Asian/Srddist  th inkrns may'ce nade use of  . '1c r f for ts wi- l - l  a l -so be nade tr  engage 1n scrno
exp,orat ions as to the rel-at ionsh:-p between 'structure and cui tu le,
assuming no dogmatic stand, in th ls issue.

(8) As tq the nethodology the scheme of bivar iate d. lachronic
44

anai.ysErrwi l l  be t r ied to some.gxtent,  using as a basis the
exp#ff ices made in Japan studvl  2,  and in th;  study of  the: :e lat ign-
ship between educat ional-  and devel-opmental  indicators in genera-L ;  l

In conclusion let me repeat that nothlng ean be guaramteed
as to the resul ts.  I t  is  rather certaln that  1t  wi l l  have to lead
to some kind of  increased und.erstanding of  the relat ions between
history and other social-  sciences. Above al l  i t  is  an ef for t ,
an exper inent in looklng at  h istory in a new way, &s a source of
social-  science data -  posslbly also leading to a new way of  looking
at social  science data,  and at  our own present ar ld immed. iate future.
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oN SOIENCE, MI}r_NA?UIrJ AND li6N_MAN REIATTONS

How <loes naturo have to be in order for  man to make natural

science? h'e sha11 assumo in the fo l lowing that a (s impl ist ic)  an.sw{:r"

to th is fundamentaL quest lon is as fo l lows: Nature bas to be so as

to fo1low natural-  1ar*s,  anr l  a natural  1aw states an invar iance, a

f ,unct ional  ro lat ion thrat  holds rsEardless of  var iat ion in

a. spr lcg -  space-homogeneity is assumeci I

b. . t1me -  t ime-honrogenei ty is assumedl

c.  qubject  -  lntor-subject ive communica.bi l i ty  and reproducibj  -
l i ty  of  the invar iance is assumedl

d.  object  -  the meaning of  which rs i11 L 'e speci f ied below.

Today al l  thess four are taken for granted, and no sensc of  surp:" ise

is fe l t  at  the remarkable r ichness of  i l invar iances" that  seem to

sat isfy the f i rst  threo requirements.  In other r , rordsr vcry much of '

nature seoms to be sbructured in.sucb a way that f indi .ngs are

ropl icated from one point  in space or one point  in t ime to the othcr,

and from ono rosearcher to the nexb. Put a c loser lock at  th is may

br ing out the obvior-rs:  th is hontogenei ty is Lrought about by means

of manipulat ion in the wor l .C of  objocts,  wi thout rvhich the homogeneit l

would not have been obtained. '

'  Of cours 6r oo change.s took place in tho objects tbemselvesn but

considerable changc.s rnusb havo talcen plac o in mant s rolat ion to th r :

objocts,  tha uni ts of  h is ovo- ' l -v ing scierrce.  I f  one fol lows the

tractr i t ion of  referr in6i  to sorno of  these changes as at :stract jorr ,  as

ther search for ovetr  s impler,  over moro l les:ont ia l l l  objects,  th is

covers some of i t  and loads t t re at tont iorr  in the direct ion of

f r : "ct lon-froo surfacos ancl  ta111es, rcsistanco-free : iasgs anr l

f - iquids,  perfoct  gases arrr l  so on. I {hethor the o1d dist inct ion

bol ;ween essent ia l  arrd aceidental  e lements was indispensable for  th is

ty l re of  abstract ion is perhar)s impossible to say;  i t  must at  any

r i r te have bcen vcry usef u1 in gui-ding t l r  e thought array f  rom the
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bewl1-der ing var ie ' ;y of  external  manifestat ion and in legi t imis ing

this t ravesty of  r raturo,  th ls plucking of  feathers of  a l l  b i rds so

as to make them l i rok exact ly s imi lar  and unproblomat ic -  i f  no

longer l ike blrds,

But at  the s.rme t lme as natural  objects becamo l ike s impl i f ied

car lcatures,  depr.-ved of  a l l  local  color and var iat ion t t rat  a lso

might t  chal lenge h()mogenoity hypotheses, at  the same t ime as genora-

t ions of  sclent isr ;s,  teachers,  students and pupi ls learned to accept

that th is geometr--zed nature was more real  tban naturo i tsel f ,  ot

the samo t ime as i ;h is external  skinning of  nature took p1ace, nerturo

was also eroded r ' rom wj- th in.  She was depr ived of  her soul ,  her

consciousness, shr)  was pushed across the subject-objoct  border l ine

so as to end up wtrore man was not.

Thus, th is e; l t romel-y s igai f i "cant $&r-nature asymmetry had two

aspe cts .

On tho one hand indiv idual  appar i t ions of  nature werc depr ivecl

of  thelr  in<l iv idue'1i ty,  and t te process of  abstract ion took placo

endowing naturo only wi th those character ist ics that  f i t te<l  into
i taws n.  Eut man r{as not t roatecl  th is way: here a process of

indiv iduat ion tool :  p l -ace, emphasiz ing how each appar i t ion of  mankind

was cl i - f ferent f ror . r  the other,  makirrg indiv idual  d i .ssimi l -ar iby a

cornerstono in hur:r&r ' l  thought and social  structuro.

Then, tho co: ' respondin6 process in the perceivod inter ior  of

nature and man: nature as de-sou1ed, man as be-sou],ed. Perhaps one

way of  expressi-ng i t  mi6ght be as fo1lows. One could imagine a ' ; iew

of the wor ld,  a cosmology ryhoreby soul  is  fa i r ly  ovenly distr ibuted

between nature anr l  man. Both are subjects.  One could tbc:r  imagine

two processos set. ; ing in ' . . 'h ere the distr ibut ion of  soul  is  concernod:

on the one hand a;)  asymmetr i .c distr ibut ion ending up wi. th zoro

porcent to nature an<l  hundred percent to man, on the other hanci  an

indiv idual izat ion of  tho soul  endowing each human being with h ' -s own

indiv idual  souL r  i ,he salvat ion of  which is indopendent of  wtrat  i rappens

to the souls of  o: ;her human boings. The asymmotr ic distr ibut ion

51 ivos no bope for nature:  nature wi l l  romain dead and inert ,  orr11'

man can at ta in biglher 1eve1s tbrouglh sal"vat ion.  And then, througtr

tho dscoupl ing of  indiv idual  souls f rom each other a correspondr:r ice

is obtain ed betwoon tLre emphasis on indiv idual  d issi-mi lar i ty and

the separateness crf  the t ra joctor j -es of  indiv idual  sou1s. l ' rom man
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no hope is taken, but he is increasingly seer as the indiv ic lual

mastsr of  h is own salvat ion.

In rotrospect two impl icat ions of  th is type of  soul-distr ibut lon

stand out very c lear ly:  a social  structure [ :asod on mor€ or 1o.ss

moci f led versions of  social  darwinism (tho mc.bi l i ty  of  tho f i t tost

in indiv idual  cornpet i t ion),  and a I {errschaft  re l -at ion to naturo.

Tbat theso are both highly compat ib le wi th cz.pi ta l is t  entrepreneurshigr

and oxploi tat ion of  man as wel l  of  nature is more than obvious.

From isomorphism, however,  does not fo l -1ow c;rusal  re lat j_on in

ei ther diroct ion.  The processes al luded to a.bove tool< plac o long

before anything l ike modern capi ta l ism entere,d the scone, but not

before some oar l ier  forms of  capi ta l ism came into oxistence. I lore

sieni f icant r . rould be the changes man-nature a s wel-1 as man-man

rslat ions underwent in connect ion wi  th indust r ia l - izat ion,  part icu-

lar1y wi th industr ia i izat ion that took place in a capi ta l is t  society.

To develop that theme 1et us t ry for  a molnent,  to relate what has beon

said so f+" to the model I - I I - I I I - fV societ ie,s.

These models are naturo-b1ind; they combine somo basic feature

of structure and cul ture as far  as lnteract icn is concertred. I , . rLrat

can t je said is only that  a ivmmetr ic man-natrrre relat ionship i r r

the double sonse discussed above, os wel l  as a low ornpbasis on

separatenc.ss of  human sou1s, are both highly oompat ib lo ry i th moclel ' f

society.  In a scciety of  th is type stabi l i t f  in social  conf i f ' r r rat icn

as wel l  as in the ecology may be tbe ru1e, ard Partncrshaft_ rather

than l lerrsclraf t  re lat ive to naturo r ' rou1d not corr t radict  th is.  On

tbo other hand thero is also the Japanose ex1"er ienco whereby wbat is

essent ia l ly  a model I  society shows i ts extre,me mastory of  nature.

f t  may be objected that in the Japanese case deplet iorr  of  resources

takes place outsj .de s ince Japanest '  industry j -s based on import ,

. rapan hersel f  boing very poor in natural  rosc'urcos. But a society

witLt  s incere respect for  na.ture,  rv i th a real1y symmetr ic PartLe:.shaf t ,

would not bave pol luted nature as much as Jaran has d.one.

Simi lar ly,  i t  is  a lso easiLy seon that thero is compat ib i l i

betweon the L11' t1 l1e.qi_g n ' ro i l -naturo v iow and t t :o abstract ion f ronr

as rr 'e l .  1 as thc i r rc l iv iduat ion of '  m;rn,  r r ' i th modcl ,  I I  society.  - , \ncl

modol I I  socroty th is,  tbon, la lc l  tho basis J 'or  two modes of

ty

na tu rc

in

bobavior,  t r r 'o paradigms of ,  human relat ion to tho onvironmant:  one

relat i ,vo to manr roferred to as interact j -orr ,  and ono reLat ivo to

nature,  refcrrcC to as act iorr .
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Ji t r rgon Haberrras has summarizocl  these trvo

in bis l lTecbnolog"r  and Science as l  ldoo logyt  "
Soci  otv,  I {e ineman;r ,  London, 1971 t  p.  g3) z

paradigms br i lL ia

( f rom Torvarcl  a Ra

i ' r t ly

' : ior iaL

act ion-o r ient in6S
rules

type of
def in i t ion

machanisms of
acquis i t ion

sanct ions against
v io lat ions of
ru1 os

Svmbol ic in j leract ion

soci"al  norms

reciprocaL expecta-
t ions about behavior

rolo internal izat ion

punishment on the
basis of  convent io-
nal  sanct ions:
fa i l ,uro a6lainst
au Eo r iTy

Pgrpos ive:rat ional  a.ct io!

terchnical  ru l  es

condi t ional  pr  edict  i . :ns
condi t ional  imperat j -vos

Ioarning of  ski11s and
qual i f icat ions

inoff icacy:  fa i lure in
roal i . ty

(HaUormas also ment ions some o tber dirnonsions. )

Very oi ton tho sanre bohavior may have both aspects:  somebody using

a spade may use i t ;  rvrongly (not according to the instruct ions f rom

some author i ty)  or ' incorrect ly (not according to teclrnical  ru les).

Let us now assume that.  in ran oxtremely asymmetr ic cosmology

r"here relat ion tc,  man and relat ion to nature arc concerned the

interact ion parad:gm would dominate the former and the actron

paradigm the lat ter .  But the two realms aro not that  d ichotonious.

Man has an obvious; inter l -ace with naturo;  h is body, And many

aspects of  nature have so far escapod successful l -y at tcmpts to

expross them in the form of a lar* ,  at  tho same t j "nro as nature str11

is capablo of  not  only bi t t ing (a hurr icane, a tsunarni)  Uut of

hi t t ing back (natural  d isasters caused, at  least  part ia l ly ,  by

doplet ion and pol- l .ut ion) that  nature can at  loast  to somo exteni ;

be conceived of  as,  a strategic actor,  in other r ' rords as ongaged in

interact ion.  But rvhcreas this in pr inciple might give r ise. to

ei ther of  t rvo pro.)essscs,  dtr  oxtonsion of  ths i . r r tcractLon paradiEm

to be val id for  r .cr lat ions wi th natt t re,  or  an extcnsion of  the a j_. ! ion

pa radignr to bo va,, id f  o r  re lat ions rv i th rnan, only the lat ter

has hapDened.

This preval6nce oi ' thre act ion paradigm into humirn af fa i rs has br3GIl  an

obvious targe t  of  tho social  cr i t i  c is^t , r  o f  the J,as t  docado. i {ba'u

seems to be the ci . .se is that  rvhat onc cotr ld cal l  thre Chr ist la l l -

scl-ent i f ic  onslaul 'ht  on nature,  and eleva.t ion of  matr .  creat ing th. ;
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extreme asyrni letry reforrod to c loos not lead to a strb]_!  cosmclogi ' .

For i -nstance, mecl ical  science, rrhich in pr inciple j -s locatc,  d exact ly

at  tho interface referrod to at-rove, bocomes natural ist ic,  absbract ing

from the indiv idr-ral i ty of  man to ar)  objoct ive pathology rvbich is

cl  is  -aso-contered rathor than indiv idual-coDtered, and r . . 'hcn rr  soulrr

on'-ors i t  is  in ths form of psycho-somatic medici i re where the same

na:;ura1 sci-onco-or ientat ion may also havo invadcdl lLhat which is

lof t  in man whon soma is subtractodi l .

fn the social  sciences the abstract ion takes the form of

f ragmentat ion:  man is chopped up ln a number of  character ist ics arrd

is rocorde d as a sot  of  data on vorbat ( interviorr ' ,  quost iorrnai  re )

or non-vorbal .  behavj-or.  This is then talcen cver by pr ivate arrc i

f ,ovornmontal  bureaucracies,  in data bat iks on omployeos or c i t izenso

Ir lost  of  the cr i t ique has bsen di-rected against  th is tyrre of

rei- f j -cat ion of  man in economic 1j- fe.  0bvicusl)r ,  th is is relatecl

to tho v i -orr 'of  rnan that sees labor as a l lproi .uct ion factor l r  ,  on 1. ine

with capi ta l  and 1and, and t t re capi ta l is t  rnoc".e of  product ion in r th ich

al l  product ion f  actors are opt imal ly mobi le.  Just  as capi t i . r l  and

l-and are given their  abstract  representat ion,  so is rnan in the form

of labor:  ho er i ters economic ecluat ions (rvhothcr set  up by f i rms, by

buroaucracies,  or  by oconomists in their  rese'arch) in the forrn of

t r -a,bor,  as producer,  and al-so as consunlorr  &S marlcet .  Homo o,economi cr_L:.

operzrtes in an economic system much l ike the bodies in ner" toniatr

meehanics,  as a pcrfect  abstract ion.  I lo becomes an objoct  of '  the

act ion paradigm rrr l rcn he is manipulated, i "o.  when socirr l  space

1s equi .ppecl ,  c lc l iberately,  wi th gradients (s<'c ia l r  economi c)  so as

to make man t l re proclucer,  and man tho consurnol  f  loru in certa i r t

d i roct ions rather than othors,  seek.this labc:r  rather t i :an t t ra l  labor

and buy this procluct  rathor than t l rat  one. ( l r i t i .cs bave pointed out

r"het thcrer is no cssont ia l  d i f { 'erenco betr , , 'eefr  th is atrc l  oqui .pp. ' i r r ; ;

pSysical  spi lce rv i th gradionts (s imply t rs ing l .he Lars of  grat ' i ty) ,  as

for instancc r*hen ' lJartc l ' l  ( rotv mator ia ls)  is  r roved from onc 1>1ace t t t

ancthor.  Tbe basic noint  is  a lways the samo: man is seen as o bo1'J, i t5

I  ar ts that  aro space, t ime and strbjoct  i ,nvar i i ' .nt ,  and t l r is  is

obtainocl  1 .  by abstract ion,  2.  by ' l  c Ie- .sou1:-r lg l l r  r r 'h j  ch ht : rc.  sha11

bo oxprossed i r r  terms l  ess f  i l locl  wi th rol ig:r-ous ovortoncs: hc : i .s

seon as ' rs i -Nlr .ut  conscior"rsnoss. Since l ro is rv i thout consciousness l rc

cannot raise i rbove tho 1ar* in rr 'h ich ho is em'rot l .decl .  Ancl  to be qui to

suro that hc rv i l .  1 rrot l ; . r .  strong;1y- vcrt ical  d i ' r is ion botrqeet i  i 'cscL:^clrc l ' : . .
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and pooplo i .s introducod with rosoarchcrs fornulat ing 1au' .s about

pooplo,  not  v ico versa, and never invest igat ing rr 'bat  happens to

pcoplc who aro corTnizant of  the 1at"s,  have dcvelopecl  str f f ic ient  con-

scl-ousnoss not only to undorstand t l rern but also to get gl i rnpsos of

thoi  r  aLterna t ivos,  and henco aro ab1 o to rai  se abovo t1rem.

In tho pi l  i t15r splrere th j .s type of  re i f icat ion of  rnan takes

i ts oxtrorne fonn in connect ion rv i th modorn stratogic th i r r i r i r tg and

moderrr  means of  d,rstruct ion.  Strategic oquat j -ons are prosentod,

in matbematical  f . r rm or in ordinary language, rvhero hutnan beings

aro rcduced to in":romonts of  unacceptabi l i ty ;  thoy ar e al ivo or

dead, and rvhen thoy are dead they ntay push thc nuntbor of  dcad bodies

(cour: ted in l lmega-bodyl l  or  something simi lar  as a un j - t  )  across a

lrypotbet ical  L imi" ' ;  of  unacceptabi i i ty" ' fhe correspondence bottr 'een

this total ly al ienated way of  th in lc ing about o t l rer  l rurnan beings and

ths rray in rvhicb: : t  is  onacted in remote contro3.,  techni f icd,  cven

automated warfare is too obviot ts to be pointed ol l t r

Horsover,  the: 'e is one point  that  sbould bo madc. To moderr:

mj l i tar l 'man not i r11 othor human boings i r re abstract ions more or

loss wi thout consciousness, mator ia l  to bc marr ipulated even to the

poirr t  of  c lcath so as to change sorno parameter in strategic equat ions,

This v j  cw rvoulc l  m;. , in ly apply to the r lpopulat ionr l  on ei ther s i .dc,

onels or, ,n as rve11 as the otber ls \ r ' i rc woi :1d enter as l - rostages in tbe

oquat ions.  f  t  rvo' : t1d not apply to the l r leedcrsl l  o l l  e i thor s ide.

Tbey are equi-pped rv i . th a hig;h 1evo1 of  indiv idual i ty.  Therc is as

much cnnphasis on:;ho porsonet ly bio2lrapby of  each leader on ei th, : r

s ic le as thero is c,D broad, highly abstrqct  social  scicnce

clescr ipt ions o1' t l ro populat ions,  for  instance to dctermine tr 'hcr,J the

unaccoptabi l i ty  1:-ne should bo drargn. Ths lcaders on the other s ido

i t ro aJ.so oquipl ted wi th the samo 1cve1 of  col tsciousr loss as one

att : r r rb i tes to ones,el . f ,  of ten through a procc.ss of '  et l - rocentr ic.

project ion that rv: .11 at t r ibuto to t l rem not only t l ro same 1ev.e1, but

also ic lent ical  corrsciousnoss (rvhich may of tcr t  be a corrcct  percr; ' ; ior t

s incei  the t r r -o wi . l  l -  obviously shape each other) .  I io,  the rosul t  is

that a bordor l ine runs not so tnuch betwcon the trso part i .es,  tho

l leneiniosr las bctrgcen the leaders to rrrhictr  interact ion appl ies oi l  tho

ono harrd t rncl  thc l f rcoplelr  on t t ro ot l rcr  han<1 ,  to rv l - t ich act io l t ,  includrt tg

cxtcrmj-nat ionr t ra l '  aPp1Y.
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T1:us,  thc cooperat jon botr*eon two lcaderships in set t ing up

an artnist ice agrcoment (cven reforred to as "pu"q6r l  ) ,  i ln arnls cunbrol

a{Treornelr t  (oven reforrod to as l lc l i .sarrnamont l l ) ,  in no scnse rcrnovcs

tho bordor l i r ro botrveen loadors ancl ; reoples,  Tbe si tuat ion is

parr11.e1 to the s i tuat ion found bctrveon tr ,so 3ovornmonts or t l re

boa 4s of  two biS corporat ions r* 'hcn they ent:r  into an agrcornent

abotr t  mobi l i ty  of  labor.  From abovc the par ' ; ic l -es i r r  thc masses

havo no indi-r ' idtral i ty i  one dead body is subsi ; i tutable for  tbo other

at  t l to.same l .ove1 of  roplaceabi l i ty  in socieiy,  ju.st  as ono r \ 'orker

is subst i tutablc for  the other at  the saure s '<i11 1evc1. Subst i tu-

tabi l i I  is  thc f ]enoral  formula here:  throu3h t l ro process of

abstract ion and dc-soul in6 the most complox , rppar i t ion of  nature,

inclucl i r rg mAn, can be charactor izocl  in terrns of  a l inr i - te<1 ,  evcl ' t  1ow

nurnbor of  var iablcs and classes of  equivalen; pieces ' , . r i th in rrhi  ch

subst i tutabi l i ty  is  possibl  o can be clear ly r !sf inod. Needless to say

i t t  t l - tc gencral  f io ld of  r r roduct ion educa_t ion is t l - re nrajor sor. t j .ng

mechanj sm througb rshich subst l tutabi l i ty  c1a;ses are f lcneratecl  .

Thus, t l re act ion paradigrn has been succ3ssful ,

increasingly L>eerr  r  ogardecl  as nature ancl  nat , : ro has

regar:ded as that  r t rh ich f i ts  natural  larvs in t l :e

One may now ask trso quest ions:  can this pro.ess €io

attd,  can tho I) rocoss bc reversedf

As to the f i i 's t  quest j -on there i .s no clo ' rbt  that  i - t  can f io nrucl ' r

fu i ' thor.  In l r is  ossay I labermas m;rhos the po -nt  that  ' lsocicncc arrd

teclr t to loFy were not interdopendent unt i l  late into tho nirreteent l - r

century" (ol- , .c i t . ,  p.  99).  0f  coursc,  tecbnrr loEi ies have always

existcd,  but thcir  autononlolrs 6lroruth and cha.rge in the last  century

dor ivcs f rom t l - re i r  int imate 1j .nk rv i t t r  scir : l t , ;or  and thi ,s i las t l - r r - ' r - i

had a spi l l - -over cf fect  of  creat i r rg l lsocial  r lnginoer ingl l r . , .nclr lhurnan

technologyl l .  Fut not evo'1 ' t rody in socicty i l ;  equal ly absorbci l  in

this systcm. ' I ' t re most l lnrodornlr  se6f615 are,  anr l  thol 'const i t r r tc

boncis betr t 'e ot t  ' ,vhat rrrss forrnr:r '1y rcforred to as capi ta l  j  s ts arrC

worl<ers,  making t l rern s imi lar  to oach othcr and simi lar  to t l - rc macl-r ines

of var i  ous k i r rds t l rat  f 'or tnecl  the th i rd cornol '  in tho tcchno-structrr le.

I lut  socieby st i11 l r i rvci  zones ancl  se,qmen-;s outsj ,<1o thc t i tc t )no-

structrrro,  sr . rch as autonornous parts of  thc p: ' imar i 'soctor,  farni ly

l - i f  c ,  f  r ierr<lshi .p t i .es,  : r r rc l  so or ' r .  ' l lhe charar: ter ist ic theme o f '

dvstopias in our ccntuf)"r  ' ,shether bv I Iux1.cv,  Roy6, Or.r , ie11, f , rpek

is procisely tbo jnvasiol t  b) ,"  the act ion parar ' , igm ir- r to t l :esc sphc\ros

man has

j . t rcreas i r r i l l  y  1;een

r ' ra1'  dc f  i  n o<i  ; r  bo ve .

any furthcr!
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as rso11, and the i inal  absorpt ion of  thc soci-a1 total i ty inLo 1, : . ro

toclrno-structr i ro.  And tho basic point  about. l>opul ist  t l r in i r i r rg ,1 s

opposed to marxis:  t l r inking is I>orhaps prccisol ,y that  tho c lccis ivt :

borcier l ine is soo:t  l t ( r t r r 'cc l1 the teclrno-structrrre and tho res t  ( t lo

1oca1 communi- t1 ' ,  the pr imary sector,  t :  tc.  ) ,  not  r r ' i  i .  l r  j . r r  the tcchrto-

structure.  But neocl less te sayr thoso trvo perspcct i -vcs do no t

cxclude each othe:: .

l fhat  abcut t?tc socond quost ion,  rvbethcr tho l t r .ocoss can bo

rcvcrsed? A rovo: 'sa1 of  the procoss could tako trr .o forms: a rD-

intro<luct ion of  t t re extrome asymmetry betwoon rnar)-nran and man-nature

rolat i .ons,  a<lapt ing tho Chr ist ian v iew that man l ras a digni ty rs l r ich

natt . t re has t- tot .  l lut  i t  could also take a much rnoro r i rd ical  form,

restor ing diE"ni ty"  so to speal<,  l loth to nlan ancl  to nature.  Since

one of  our argumert ts has beon that the oxtrcme asJf i t ln lotry doos not

.seom to const i . tut t r  a stable cosmolog) '  stabi l i t l '  n. l "u '  onLy be aval labl  c

in symmctr ic cosm(.  logios,  wi t l - r  complote object i f icat i . .on (0rrvcr11:s

198t+) on thc one r :nd,  and conrplete subjcct i f j -cat ion ( in \ {estcrrr

tbought o f ton Cispraragingly re ferrcd to as rranirrrat  j -srnl ! )  nn t t re other '

oFCl.  Seen from t t ro v ierv that  nran is the nraster of  r rature arnd sgands

solnerr 'horc bett t 'een God and nature,  but  c loser to t l :c  iorrncr,  bo th

cxtrenres ntust  app€ar as pr imit iv isms, one as a rnct" taco in t t re fu 'cure,

the o Eher as a sha.dorv f rom the past .  Sir ico the tccirni f j  ca t ion may

bo said to hat 'e gLno further in Protest i r l r t  arrd i .n Cat iTol ic coul) t r ic .s

rr ' i  t i r i r . t  Chr ist iani ty i t  is  not  strange that thoy l rat .c di f  f  erent v ie lys

on bir . t t r  control :  Protestair t  cht-rrches by ancl  la igc accept ing

mcchalr ical  and che mical  means, tho Cathol j  c churci ' r  re ject ing them

exact l i '  for  that  reason, the technj- f icat ion of  rnal l  .





















































westrern c iv i l izat j .on is not only 1n an internai  cr is is,  but  that
t^r is cr ls is also:pread to the rest  of  the vro; ' lo,  partry bccause
r.restern c iv l l izat ion is spread. al l  over,  pa: : tJy because oi '  the
r inr  of  ran* ' rom the center present ly const i iutecl  in the West.
In one generat lon tne West has orcd,uced Stal in,  i { i t ler  and } i i ; ron
cnrl  ' . r 'nn* * loorr Sta_f"d. fO::  i t : .  tefns of efadiCat:_On Of . ihOSe r,VhC afe
' in -rJrn ' i r  ' , r r r  anO in terms Of bUi i i ing gi-Cant ic,  inhUnan sys-t ,emS."*J t

fnsid"e the , , iest  c:nsioerabie ener;y is i - roured. into erpior in6;
and emphasiz ing; t : .e di f ferences bcir+een these three nhenomer-a1
another point  of  v lew v,rould be to ]ook at  their  s imi lar i t ies
and they are more clear ly seen f ' rom a vantage point  located
cutsid,e \ , t rest .

Jn short ,  the point  of  departure argued here is to i ; lk
*ha n 'acl- inn'  rvhele c1o r^re stand. tod.ay in the d.evelopment oi '9rrv Y4vp 94vrr .

lvesterrr  c iv i l izat ion? 1, ' /e do not have to assume a biological ,
organism anaIo.ry ' .^ / i th blr th,  grot , ; th,  naiur i ty,  senescence a:rC
death j -n orcler to ask such a quest ion;  a1l  rve need is tne
rather obvious as. ;umpt ion that I 'nothing is eternalrr ,  But i f
one had a longi tu l inal  theory cf  scciety,  cf  c iv i l izat ions,  l i .ke
i{a:x,  Sorokin and Toy'nbee havc d"evelcred, or pcJsio}y some
synthesis of  thes:  adCing some ne,, , '  e l -ements,  one night aiso
'oc aoie to phrase the ouest lon nore neaningiul ly anci  g ive more
rncaningiul  answerl .  I t  1s t r iv ia i l -y t rue that social-  phenomena
have to be unaers;ood in their  spat ia l  conte: , , t  aJrd as part  cf
a1 l l . is tor ical-  Droc lss;  but  in order to malce t i r is  statement lcss
tr lv la l -  a the-ory , l lout  the hi .stor ical  process is needed. In
o.r 'der to understa-rd what happens insid.e i ' lest and along the
border l ine betr+ee:r  i lest  ana non- l /est  tod.av such a theorv is
in i ispensable.  I 'b could be a contr ibf f i f f i  to i restern 

"Ll l -understandins,  and lmpossible to develop unless some comparisons
are made iv i th non.-vrestern c iv i l iza. t rons (e.g.  fndian, Chinese,
. ianrnese)-  a.nd th ' .  nnonpr. t iOn Of non-r . reStern histOrians isVJLr

el- ic i - ied in order to see ourselves throuqh their  eves.

' ' : \  r : i  ' - r^er '  ^s a iunct ion of  r . ;or1o structure.\ ,  ) )  l l IJ tUj-V (-1,

In a lvor ld norulated by mutual ly isolal ted l -ocal-  commuini t ies
the science of  j r l ; iory would.  take the foi :n of  iocal  h istory,  or le
ior  each comrnuni t l ,  running paralrel  to eacl :  other.  I f  t i re; '  d.o
nct interact  a cojrrnon chronology vrould be less meanlngiul ,  for
i t  r , , rould not matt : r  t+hether phencnrenon l l  in communit ] 'A and
nhcrn^mon. lyr  V i r r  a1m?mr?t i  t r r  P *na-w n,-  ann

'  uvur y-o- ' '  .1f ,  the s i tne or di f ferent
nn' i  n ' ic  - i  n nlrrgngl :g iCal  t ime .  0f  COUISe, One COUlO" make COnipara-
l . 'v+rr  wu va4

t lve l -ocal  h istor,r  in a. : r  ef . l -or t  to estabi ish srmi lar i t ies ano
dissimi iar i t ies b: tween the diachronies of  t i iese communlt ies,
but thai  11111 be fhe ciosest one could come to ' rwor ld.  h istcry ' r  ,
: :aclr community wo rld be in search of i ts own understand.ing *na
hire i : ls tor ians t r  produce exact ly that .  I f  they were real : .y
isolateC frorn eac:r  other then i t  would not only be impossj-b-t-e
to establ ish comparat ive local  h lstory,  i t  wou1d" also be conpleiely
nea^nin,s less.

in the next stage these locai  co;nnuni t ies sonehorv lntegrate
into nat ion statei  wi th a relat ively c lear center in the catr ; i ta l ,  and
wi ih per iphery el-s:where.  History-vrr i t ing,  then, becomes the
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story of  th is process, of  how thetrnat ion was bornrrand very
of;en vr i t ten f rom a center point  of  v lew. As long as wor ld.
in:eract ion is low world hlstory would st i l l -  tend. to take the
fo::m of comparative natlon iristory, and. this is the stage where
h:story books to a large extent have arr lved today.

However,  there is obviously also rcuch about the relat ions
be:ween the states,  not  only about their  s imi lar i t ies and dis-
s in i lar i t ies.  But the history of  th is syster of  interact icn 1s
st i11 not what one shoul-d ldent i fy vr i thrr lvor ld.  h istory ' r  -  i t  is
st- : - l - I  exact ly what i t  is  of ten cal l -ed:  the history of  inter-
na; ional  re lat ions.  In th is approach diplomat ic history and
the history of  vrar and peace between el i tes in var j .ous states
taices a d. isproport ionate place.

l ' Ihat ,  then, should one mean by I 'wor1d history"? There
seem to be two answers that  can be given to th is quest ion,  one
of them unsat isfaetory,  the other one more i r : terest ing -  and
the latter is the aJrswer that we wamt to make use of as a imide
: 'o: i  the present pro ject .

The first approach would be sirapl-y to see the world. as
a nat lon state at  large and" report  e lements of  wor ld state
building. There would be healnr emphasls on such phenomena as
the league of Nations and the iJnited. Natioas because they look
fami l iar  f rom a nat lon-state point  of  v iew.

The second alrswer would be to focus or:  f fnon-terr i tor ia l
actorsrr  rather than on the terr i tor la l  actors,  local  and nat ional
conrrunlties . Ior instance, one could turlte the history of I 'rhat
i t  has been l1ke to be a chi ld in the wor ld,  to be a woman, to
be a worker and so on. One caJl see the worli" jn terms of groups
and categories that span worldwide rather than in terms oi
terr i tor ia l ly  def lned. uni ts.  Obviously,  sucl , .  a perspect ive on
the world is only meaningful  under certain ccnd. i t ions,  and these
cond. i t ions seem increasingly to be sat isf ied. .  As a resul t  of  the
*-^n a- n 

-* .^ 
- lvrsrDyvr roi ion and communicat ion revolut ions nonterr i tor ia l -  actors

become increasingly rvor ld encompasslng, br in5: i - : rg together those
who are s imi lar  or  who have simi l -ar  interestr .  And this poses
tne quest ion:  ivhat k ind of  h lstor lans rvould J,roduce what k ind of
hlstory for thelr self-understanding? Ilovr wc,u1d tirey d.iffer from
oiher histor ians,  what wi l l  be thelr  tool-s,  their  nethodological
assumptions and so on?

In short ,  w€ have tr ied" to see histor l 'wr i t ing as a funct ion
of wor ld structure,  somet j -mes ahead of  i t ,  v( ' ry of ten behi .nd.  Axd
one purpose of  the present project  is  to exp,.ore what k ind of  net , /
mo:n' incr onr1ff l  be gi.ren tO t ire tefm rrV,iorl_d jr iS'tOrytt,  who W,,Uld be

. t ire target aud-ien:e - ior that type of history wrj-t ing, what klni ,  a.nd
wnose sel f -understanding v, 'ould" one l ike to contr ibute to.

(1) Peace research ?s a pqlnt  of  departure-

Peace research is a highly value-or ier . ted" d. iscipl ine.  I t
- is  concerned with hunan sel f - real izat ion,  ani-  conceives of  v io lence
as anything that stands in i ts vray.  I lence, : . ts focus is on var icus
types of ,  v iofence through hlstory,  their  str tcture aJrd conf igur.at ion.
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, 's  : r is tory proceec.s som.e types cf ,  v io l -ence are red.uceo or ei iminir ted
(for :nstance, th, i  danger of  lana i : .nd sea piracy),  other types
come into the forcground of  the soclal  consciousness ( for  instance
e: ln l -o i tat ion) or t ,ppear as ne1{ phenolnena ( for  instance air  p i racy).
i ' i is tory,  thus,  can' .  be seen as a roi i ing agenda where goals
l 'e iated to the general  goal  of  sei f - real i : :at ion are born,  acni-eve
matur l ty and vrane into obl iv ion,  e i ther because they are sat is-
f ied or because t : tey are forgotten, for  lnstance because they are

superceded by other goals.

In stud.yin6; th is peace research of  course not only focuses
on goals,  but  on r ;ocial  real i ty and sees the lat ter  rn the l1ght
of  the i 'ormer (anc to a large extent also v j .ce versa).  so fa i
-oeace research hal only d.one thls :"n a static, synchronic maJrner;
i t  has not been done on a long-term basis,  &s a real_ process.
Some short- term pr: 'ocesses related to the onslaught of  capi ta l isra
in its inperialis',; ic fo:m. in the Third 1,Iorld today have been
ntudled, but that  c.oes not const i tute any aJrswer to the general
; r roblem. For th iE reason there should be a double payoff  here:
a deeper understa^r.oing i .npeacqrese?rch of  where we are not oniy
in terms of  t i re plocesses in mater la l  social  real i ty but also
in the processes:n wir- lch goals are embedoed. l  and" r_gr rr . is tory
a cr l t ica-r-  perspect ive,  a gr i i l ing gr io so ro speak thrown over
the histor ical  prceess, rr r rought b1. the tool-s provld.ed bythe sets
of goals and values a peace researcher nigir t  l ike to br lng to
bear on i t .

(, ) Ifuture stuclies as a point of. d"eparture.

t r \ r ture stui ies is in one sense certainly nct  a scient i f ic
disclpl ine s ince there are no data to br ing into the scient i f j -c
process. In anot le: :  sense i t  is  d isclpl lneC, r igorous 1n the
sense o--  being extr . l ic i t :  values are naoe expl ic i t  and theor ies
as to v, ' i ra i  might te v iable are rnade e; lp l ic i t ,  the two are then
contrasted iv l th each other to amive at  some est imate of  lvhat
m.ight be potent la l  real i ty in the future.  Here th is is brought
1n as one more po.nt  of  cteparture in an ef i 'or t  to make a plea
ln 'n r  hr- i  r iCre rnnt rn- l r r  hpfr^roorr  tho q*rrr i r r  nr  +.ha 

-ao{-  -nA 
*Jra :*rr i r rIVI

of the nresent (made in the preced lng poini  f rom the point  of
r r iovr -- :  . rpr , rF respareh)-  -or f t  a iSO fOf a hr i r j r re .otWeen tneSe!  vuuq! vrr / '  t  u4 v aruv 4 v!  q v!  Iqt lg v9

t ! , 'o i .rro the study of the future . Thus, to what extent can oj le
nake use of  the same var iables? ' , ihat  does i t  mean " to learn f rcm
rhe c,acir '? Or morc proioundly,  to rvhat extent can the stud.y of
lhe past benef l t  i rom rrhtowledgert  of  tne future? l . t reedless t r  seyr
in ai l  thls there is the d.anger of cxtrapolationism forward. and.
backv, 'ard. in t ime, that the idea oi us-i-ng the salne variables
creaies an art i f ic ia l  s imi lar i ty and hence a fa lse perspect ive"
It l^r i l l  only be rncanlngiui i f  ample consideration is given to t l .e
sl3Ri i icance of  d iscont inuous jurnps, not only in a var iable,  r ,Dt
i rcn one buncl le of  var iables to another -  providing for compieteiy
ra l^t  nara-noa*irroc an nor^r onnoht i r r  'n i  c*nz

- -  -*VeS 
Cn new €pL-. . -  4rr  i4o uvr ' / .

In conclus:on, some words about the methodology oi  th ls
p:c ject  -  over al i  above vrhat has already been said before (nini . -
memo no. 1).
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Since ihe project  is  about socj-al  rea-1t ; r  in a macro-
hlstor ical  sense i t  is  obvious that concrete hunan aetors r , i i l l
sonehov; rccede :-nto the baci lground. they carnot be caughi  :n
a .nacrohistor ical-  gr id as ei- 'ect ively ar in r :he networx p:cvidecr.
b.r  microni  stor i  cal  th in l : ing .  So cial-  rcal  :  ty,  hence ,  has to be
r ' : :CerstooC at ' least  in t t r ro terms: in terns o: l  sccia]  structur:e
anr in terms of  social  cosmoiogy. In crder " , r i -aescr i"oe-and" -_

oiscuss thrs two vocabular ies are needed. - .n nr incipi-e
sociologists anC other social  scient ists should have C.el ivered"
the tools for  the former,  and tne hlstor ians of  ideas and
phi losophers the tools for  t t re lat ter .  In plact ice i t  is  not
so s inpie;  f t  looks as i f  tools have to be fr : .br icatecl  as the
nz'n i  on* nrn aogf lg .  The be-Si  C qUeStiOnS af e :  t lh iCh are the
categor ies in ivhich we shal l  t ry to conceive of  a social  structurc"
r . rh ich are the categor ies needed to descr ibe nan's concept:on oi
how the rund-amental elements, for instance sr)ace a:r.d. t :-ne,
are constr tuted and- related-? The devel .oprnen' ;  of  thes,3 voca:.bu-: .1: :e i
r , ' r i l l  be a- iunda.nental-  pa.r t  of  the orojeci .


